MEN'S WINTER SOCKS gRRE ¥4

COTSWOLDO
in assaciation with bt

THETEST: These socks were put to the test on a variety of walks, from Lake District
mountains to lowland paths. They were worn with leather boots and multi-activity shoes,
and judged on their comfort, fit, warmth, how well they wicked sweat away from feet,
odour retention and quality. The socks were also machine-washed.

SEALSKINZ MID THERMAL MERINO

CONTALT: D1553 622030, wenwsealskinz.com

COMFORT & FIT /10

These have a watenproof/breathable membrane sandwiched
betwveen a nylon Lycra outer and Mering wool inner. For a fairly
bulky sock they were surprisingly comfortable, fitting well with
no bunching. The padded woal lining was wery cosy

PERFORMANCE 8/10
Ideal if your baat springs & leak’ For a waterproof sock, ternpera-
ture contred and breathability were pood, keeping feet warm and
sweat-free. Ddour control was also good. The outer fabic does

hold moisture and they wese the slowest to dry after washing.

Verdict
A high-performance (hence the price) unisex sock that
feels strange at first, but is well worth trying.

BRIDGEDALE TREKKER {11

CONTALT: 016 734 4644, wiww bridgedale.com

COMFORT & AT 7/10

Avadable i green, grey and black, this is a wall-padded, cosy
sock that offers @ reasonably pood fit. The intemal seams could
be a litte smoather, but thumbs up for the deap, comforable
anile cults.

PERFORMANCE 8/10

Becommended for use with Gone-Tex footwear, these coped with
perspiration well to keep feet dry, warm ang smell-free. Drying time
was average alter washing and the new wool fluffed wp a litte.

VERDICT

The Trekker is 2 well-priced, reliable mens sock, which
should serve you well this winter. A women's version is
alsn avallable.

THORLO TKX TREKKING SOCK [ 1

ODNTACE: 01539 740840, wwnuthoro.com

COMFORT & FIT 6/10

Designed for trekking on nugged temsin, the heawyweight
padding and elasticated support took time to get used o
The synthetic/wool fabaic also felt roughes compared to the
others, but this improved with wear and washing.

PERFORMANCE 9/10

Thiey were very wanm but did not cause feet to overheat. They
also kept skin dry - helped by ventilation paneks to enhance
wicking = and thera was no smell Daspite baing a thick pair of
socks, they dried the quickest after washing.

Verdict
A pood wechnical sock that's built to last, although it
wean't sudt everyane, There's a women's aption, toa.

X-SOCKS HILL WALKING SHORT £11

CONTACT: (1250 873863, www.ardblsirsparts.com

COMFORT & FIT /10

Deslgned specifically for left and nght feat, twese sodks have
several suppoart zones, which hug the contowrs of the foot. This
felt strange and 1ok time 1o get used o, Some walkers may also
want more cushioning underfoot

PERFORMANCE 710

This hi-tech unizex aption has many features, including
git-conditioning channels ta help keep feet dry, which workad
weall. The footbed Fabric seemed durable and resisted smiells, but
falt a littie harsh. They washed and driad pay

VERDICT
A feature-packed sock that will hawve s fans, but won'
appeal to everyone. A good price for such a technical sock.

SMAETWOOL HIKING MEDIUM CREW :13

CONTACT: (131 221 2100, wisnw anatom.coiik

COMFORT & FIT 8/10

Made from 70 per cent wool with nylon and stretchy
Spandex, this sock was a good comfortable fit. We liked the
smirath toe seams, but some walkers may prefer a litle more
padding underfoot and a slighly deeper cuff.

PERFORMANCE E/10
These kept feet warm and dry. Odowr cantral was good, too, with
litthe smell. They seemed fairty hasd weanng, with na sign of fluff
of bobbles an woear spots, and tray slee dred quite quickly after
being washed

VERDICT
A well-made,. general-punpose unisex walking sock that
did everything wall. The coleur range is good, 0o,

FOX RIVER ORGANIC MERINO WOOL £17

CONTALCT: 00404 549649

COMFORT & FIT 5710

\iery comify, these hug the foot without
being too tight. The soft Menno wool fabric 59
felt very cosy against the skon, and the padding gave gcu:u;]
protecton underfoot and at the heel Lovehy smooth searrs, 1,

PERFORMANCE 8/10

Feet remained at an even empeature, and also stayed diy and

smefi-free. The wool fluffed up a Mile with wear and washing. but

they dried fairly guidkhy The natural colowr tested war' suit evaryons,

but there ame others available -‘-‘,!
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VERDICT & ;ﬁ
A well-made, well-priced sock {there’s & women's version %
5,

oo} that will ba a welcome addition to your wardrobe.
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